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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The specification is finally objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: "POSTAL TIME" as stated in claim 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 2 is finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

4. The term "POSTAL TIME" in claim 2 is a relative term which renders the claim 
indefinite. The term "POSTAL TIME" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not 
provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would 
not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. Accordingly, the claim 2 has not been 
further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 

such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



6. Claims 1, 3-6 are finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 6,809,993 to MuUer et al. [hereinafter MuUer] in view of US Patent 3,1 17,412 to Malone, 

Regarding claim 1: Muller discloses a watch for displaying a time to be read by a user, 
the watch comprising: 

a housing assembly having a size making capable of being wom by a user on an arm of 
the user (see Fig. 3a or 3b); 

a timing assembly (2) being positioned in the housing assembly, the timing assembly 
being inherently operationally coupled to a power supply such that the power supply supplies 
power the timing assembly, the timing assembly being adapted for providing a pulse every 
second when the power supply supplies power to the timing assembly; 

a processing assembly (14) (col, 8, lines 2-7) being positioned in the housing assembly, 
inherently the processing assembly being operationally coupled to the power supply such that the 
power supply supplies power to the processing assembly, the processing assembly being 
operationally coupled to the timing assembly such that the processing assembly receives the 
pulse from the timing assembly and processes the pulse into a time to be displayed on a display 
member operationally coupled to the processing assembly (col. 5, lines 3-6); 

wherein the display member displays time calculated by the processing assembly (col. 8, 
lines 1 -64), the display member simultaneously displaying time in hours and minutes and into 
thousandths of a day (Hi and H2). 
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Muller discloses all subject matter claimed by applicant with the exception of the latter 
limitation stated in claim 1, i.e., simultaneously displaying time in hours and minutes and in 
hours and hundredths of an hour. 

Malone teaches simultaneously displaying time in hours and minutes and in hours and 
hundredths of an hour in order to allow the displaying of at least a first and a second time related 
data item and accurately determine billable rates in terms of hours, respectively. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to add hundredths of an hour units to the display of Muller, in order to accurately 
determine billable rates in terms of hours as well. Furthermore, Muller teaches that additional 
display means can further be provided so as to allow additional time related data based on the H- 
M-S system or the decimal system to be formed and displayed (col. 5, lines 23-28). 

Regarding claim 3: MUller further discloses the housing assembly comprising a main 
member (see figure below), the display member being coupled to the main member such that the 
display member is adapted for being selectively viewed by the user, the main member being 
adapted for being worn on the user to allow the user to selectively view the display member; 

the housing assembly comprising a plurality of strap members (see figure below), 
inherently each of the strap members being coupled to the main member such that each of the 
strap members extends outwardly firom the main member, one of the strap members being 
selectively coupled to the other one of the strap members such that the strap members form a 
loop, the strap members being selectively positioned around an arm of the user to couple the 
main member to the user. 
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Regarding claim 4: Muller further discloses a plurality of buttons (see figure above) 
being operationally coupled to the housing assembly, inherently each of the buttons being 
operationally coupled to the processing assembly, inherently each of the buttons being for 
actuating the processing assembly for altering the information displayed on the display member 
when the buttons are actuated by the user. 

7. Claim 5 is finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Muller Malone as applied to claims 1, 3 and 4 above, and further in view of US 
Patent 5,023,850 to Metts et al. [hereinafter Metts]. 

The combination of Muller and Malone disclose a device as stated above with regards to 
claims 1 , 3 and 4. The combination of Muller and Malone disclose all the subject matter claimed 
by applicant with the exception of the limitation stated in claim 5, i.e., the display member 
comprising a plurality of information display areas, wherein the display member comprising one 
of tlie information display areas displaying the date from the processing assembly. 

Regarding to claim 5: Metts discloses a device comprising a display member 
comprising a plurality of information display areas (66, 68, 70, and 72), wherein the display 
member comprises one of the information display areas displaying the date (72) fi"om the 
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processing assembly (24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add the date function of Metts, to the device, 
as taught by the combination of Muller and Malone, in order to have readily available the date, 
and accurately determine billable rates in terms of hours, respectively. 

8. Claim 6 is finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Muller in 
view of Malone and Metts. 

Regarding claim 6: Muller discloses a watch for displaying time to be read by a user, 
the watch comprising: 

a housing assembly having a size making capable of being worn by a user on an arm of 
the user (see Fig. 3a or 3b); 

a timing assembly (2) being positioned in the housing assembly, the timing assembly 
being inherently operationally coupled to a power supply such that the power supply supplies 
power the timing assembly, the timing assembly being adapted for providing a pulse every 
second when the power supply supplies power to the timing assembly; 

a processing assembly (14) (col., 8, lines 2-7) being positioned in the housing assembly, 
inherently the processing assembly being operationally coupled to the power supply such that the 
power supply supplies power to the processing assembly, the processing assembly being 
operationally coupled to the timing assembly such that the processing assembly receives the 
pulse from the timing assembly and processes the pulse into a time to be displayed on a display 
member operationally coupled to the processing assembly (col. 5, lines 3-6); 
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wherein the display member displays time calculated by the processing assembly (col. 8, 
lines 1-64), the display member simultaneously displaying time in hours and minutes and into 
thousandths of a day (Hi and H2). 

the housing assembly comprising a main member (see figure above), the display member 
being coupled to the main member such that the display member is adapted for being selectively 
viewed by the user, the main member being adapted for being worn on the user to allow the user 
to selectively view the display member; 

the housing assembly comprising a plurality of strap members (see figure above), 
inlierently each of the strap members being coupled to the main member such that each of the 
strap members extends outwardly from the main member, one of the strap members being 
selectively coupled to the other one of the strap members such that the strap members form a 
loop, the strap members being selectively positioned around an arm of the user to couple the 
main member to the user. 

a plurality of buttons (see figure above) being operationally coupled to the housing 
assembly, inherently each of the buttons being operationally coupled to the processing assembly, 
inherently each of the buttons being for actuating the processing assembly for altering the 
information displayed on the display member when the buttons are actuated by the user. 

the display member comprising a plurality of information display areas, one of the 
information display areas displaying the time from the processing assembly and one of the 
information display areas displaying the time in hours and minutes and into thousandths of day. 

MttUer discloses all subject matter claimed by applicant with the exception of the 
limitations stated in claim 6, i.e., simultaneously displaying time in hours and minutes and in 
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hours and hundredths of an hour; wherein the display of time in hours and hundredths of an horn- 
is displayed with a legend "POSTAL TIME"; the display member comprising one of said 
information display areas displaying the date from the processing assembly. 

With respect to the limitation stated in claim 6, i.e., simultaneously displaying time in 
hours and minutes and in hours and hundredths of an hour: Malone teaches simultaneously 
displaying time in hours and minutes and in hours and hundredths of an hour in order to allow 
the displaying of at least a first and a second time related data item and accurately determine 
billable rates in terms of hours, respectively. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add hundredths of an hour 
units to the display of Miiller, in order to accurately determine billable rates in terms of hours as 
well. Fuilhermore, Miiller teaches that additional display means can further be provided so as to 
allow additional time related data based on the H-M-S system or the decimal system to be 
formed and displayed (col. 5, lines 23-28). 

With respect to the limitation stated in claim 6, i.e., wherein the display of time in 
hours and hundredths of an hour is displayed with a legend "POSTAL TIME": The term 
"POSTAL TIME" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for 
ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably 
apprised of the scope of the invention. Accordingly, this limitation has not been fiirther treated 
on the merits. 

With respect to the limitation stated in claim 6, i.e., the display member comprising 
one of said information display areas displaying the date from the processing assembly: Metts 
discloses a device comprising a display member comprising a plurality of information display 
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areas (66, 68, 70, and 72), wherein the display member comprises one of the information display 
areas displaying the date (72) from the processing assembly (24). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add the 
date function of Metts, to the device, as taught by the combination of Miiller and Malone, in 
order to have readily available the date and accurately determine billable rates in terms of hours, 
respectively. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. JP Patent 54058066 to Kajiwara et al. discloses electronic digital watch comprising 
simultaneously displaying time and other displays in different display units. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Jeanne-Marguerite Goodwin whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2104. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (9am-6pm), alternate 
Fridays off The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-8300. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2861. 
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